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possible be simple, tangible, concrete and well-defined and not
abstract and complicated. Mixing up of motives is damaging in
satyagraha and an issue should not be a mere cloak for advanc-
ing an ulterior objective.21 Gandhiji also advocates the satya-
grahi group fighting for the irreducible minimum. For the
satyagrahi this minimum, he says, is the maximum.22 The issue
also must be within the power of the opponent to concede.23

In all the civil disobedience movements conducted by him
or under his guidance Gandhiji always took care that the issue
of the movement should not be confused with something diffe-
rent. In South Africa he refused to make common cause with
the European strikers whose strike was not non-violent. In fact,
he suspended the satyagraha strike of indentured Indians lest
it be mistaken as being in alliance with that of the Europeans.
In Champaran he took care not to give to the affair political and
national colour.

Gandhiji's various non-violent campaigns also illustrate
this double stress on concreteness and the restraint on demand,
i.e., limited objective. Local campaigns are bound to be concrete.
But the three all-India movements also bear out the principle.
The first movement was for the redress of the Punjab and the
Khilafat wrongs, though in 1920 at the instance of Mr C. Vijaya-
raghavachariar and Pt. Motilal Nehru Gandhiji agreed to
include swaraj also in the demands.24 In the second movement
(1930-34) likewise, which he expected to be the final struggle for
complete independence, he reduced his demand for swaraj to
the well-known eleven points. Pt. Motilal Nehru criticized him
for thus lowering the national demand but soon realized that
conceding the eleven points would mean conceding the
substance of independence. He conducted the movement of
1940-41 to defend the right of free speech, which he called the
foundation-stone, the seed of swaraj.25 Speaking about the issue
he said, "This liberty is a concrete issue which needs no
defining. It is the foundation of freedom, specially when it has
to be taken non-violently. To surrender it is to surrender the
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